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Audio Description Notes for Somewhere
WELCOME

Welcome to the Guthrie Theater’s production of Somewhere. The play was written by Matthew
Lopez. This production is directed by Joseph Haj.

My name is Laura Wiebers, and | will be your audio describer for this performance, which is
approximately 2 hours and 20 minutes, including one 20-minute intermission.

The creative team for this production includes:
e Choreographer: Maija Garcia
e Scenic Designer: Lex Liang
e Costume Designer: Alejo Vietti
e Lighting Designer: Carolina Ortiz Herrera
e Sound Designer/Composer: John Gromada

This production contains strobe lights, haze, mature themes, strong language, the use of prop
cigarettes, a prop gun, portrayals of alcohol usage, brief moments of violence, stage blood and
references to alcoholism and child abuse.

SYNOPSIS

It's 1959, and the musical West Side Story has captured the hearts of America, including the tight-
knit Candelaria family who dreams of making it big in show business: the siblings take acting and
dance lessons, mother Inez works as an usher and father Pepe tours as a band leader. Their
aspirations are interrupted by unexpected news — their Manhattan apartment building is being
demolished to build Lincoln Center, and they have 30 days to vacate. Filled with humor, music
and dance, this heartfelt family drama reveals the power of hope when facing life’s realities.

STAGING AND PROPS

This play takes place in two acts. Act One takes place in the summer of 1959, in the San Juan
Hill neighborhood on the West Side of New York City. Act Two takes place a year later, in the
summer of 1960, in Spanish Harlem in New York City. Above the main set are large panels
containing pixelated images of the New York City skyline with many jagged skyscrapers and lit
windows.

The members of the Candelaria family live in a small apartment on West 65th Street. It consists
of a main room, partially divided by a half-wall. On the left side of the room is the small kitchen
with old, worn appliances. In the center of the kitchen is a small dining table and four chairs.
Along the back wall of the kitchen is a door that goes out into the hallway, where the bathroom
they share with other tenants is located. Along the left wall is a door that leads to the

1\ GUTHRIE THEATER



C

GUTHRIE
THEATER

STAGING AND PROPS (continued)

only bedroom, which is shared by Inez Candelaria and her daughter. This door is flanked by a
small buffet to the right of the door and a small side table and chair to the left of the door. Family
belongings are stacked near or under the furnishings, and knickknacks cover every available
surface. Next to the hallway door are several framed photographs, most notably one of a middle-
aged man with dark hair and a dark moustache. This is a photograph of Pepe, Inez’s husband
and the children’s father.

To the right of the half-wall is an area that serves as the living room during the day. There is a
small closet in this room with a crucifix hanging on the wall above the closet door. This room also
serves as the bedroom for the sons at night. One sleeps on the sofa to the right of the closet, and
the other sleeps on a cot that is neatly folded up in the corner. There is a low table in front of the
sofa, and several framed posters from Broadway shows hang on the wall behind it. On the right
side of the room is a large trunk that the family members use as a step to reach the fire escape
outside the apartment. The framework of the fire escape continues out of the audience’s view.

A prized possession in the room is a record player at the center, in front of the half-wall. Stacked
under and next to it are collections of cherished albums. But the most important possession in the
room is likely an old and unassuming metal coffee can with a metal lid. This can contains the
family’s cash, used to pay for rent, utilities, food, and dance and acting lessons when the family
can afford them.

Along the front edge of the stage, closest to the audience, is a separate space devoid of furniture.
When the action is happening in the apartment, the lights are dim on this section of the stage.
When the characters talk of the past or dream of the future, this space is brightly lit with vivid
colors; loud, fast-paced music plays, and the characters dance fluidly, energetically and
beautifully. The characters sometimes switch quickly between reality and dreams, making this a
“‘dream space.”

CAST, CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES

Inez Candelaria, played by Maggie Bofill, is the matriarch of the family. She has short, curly
dark hair. When she’s at work, she wears an usher’s uniform consisting of a maroon skirt and
jacket decorated with gold-colored stitching and buttons across the bodice. When not in uniform,
she wears short-sleeved dresses made of patterned fabrics and cinched at the waist with a
matching belt. She wears low-heeled shoes and moves with the grace of a dancer.

Alejandro Candelaria, played by Preston Perez, is about 23 years old, and he is Inez’s oldest
son. He has short, dark hair and is tall and muscular. He dresses simply, often in a white
sleeveless T-shirt (sometimes with a short-sleeved shirt over it), jeans or dark pants, and dark
shoes. He sometimes escapes the confines of his family’s small apartment by smoking a
cigarette on the fire escape.
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CAST, CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES (continued)

Francisco Candelaria, played by José Sabillon, is about 17 years old, and he is Inez’s middle
child. He has curly, dark hair, and, like his brother, he dresses simply in a sleeveless T-shirt
(sometimes with a short-sleeved shirt over it), jeans or dark pants, and tennis shoes. He is a
talented dancer, but he wishes to be an actor. He is often carrying a dog-eared script and
rehearsing lines from it.

Rebecca Candelaria, played by Kassandra Cruz, is about 16 years old, and she is the youngest
child in the family. She is petite, with long, dark, curly hair tied back from her face. She is often
dressed in a leotard, dance skirt and dance shoes.

Jamie, played by Sam Stoll, is a frequent visitor in the Candelaria home. He is tall, lean and a

talented dancer. He has blond hair and pale skin, and he wears tailored suits, ties and dark
shoes.
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