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Audio Description Notes for Vietgone 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the Guthrie Theater’s production of Vietgone. This play was written by Qui Nguyen 
and directed by Mina Morita. 

My name is Laura Wiebers, and I will be your audio describer for this performance, which is 
approximately 2 hours and 20 minutes, including one 20-minute intermission.  

When Saigon falls in 1975, Quang and Tong, two Vietnamese refugees separated from their 
previous partners, have a sexy meet-cute in Arkansas that promptly becomes a no-strings-
attached relationship to pass the time. Living in the land of “cheeseburgers, waffle fries and 
cholesterol” (aka America) proves to be an intoxicating adventure that leads Quang and Tong to 
question their futures, both together and in their new country. Part history play and part memoir, 
this whip-smart comedy is punctuated with flashbacks and bursts of rap songs, all while giving 
unabashed reflections on American culture and offering a human-centered view of the Vietnam 
War and its aftermath.  

The play takes place in Saigon and Arkansas in 1975 and in Arkansas in 2015.  

This production contains strobe lights, haze, fog and mature language and themes, including 
racial slurs, profanity, sexual/suggestive content, depictions of physical violence and one scene 
with stage blood. 

STAGING 

The stage floor is painted with white patterns on a gray background. The patterns include rows of 
squares, curved lines and heart shapes. At the back of the stage are two sets of steps, one set on 
the left and one set on the right. The steps have rounded edges and are painted with a mottled 
black-and-bronze pattern. 

Above the center of the stage are two rows of metal racks that hold stage lights and a projector 
that displays words and images on the stage floor. Framing the left, top and right edges of the 
stage are more metal racks holding more stage lights. 

Within this frame is a two-piece backdrop with a mottled black-and-bronze pattern. At the 
beginning of the play, the backdrop appears to be solid, but when lit from behind, objects are 
visible through the transparent background. The two pieces can be separated and moved to the 
sides of the stage. 

Behind the backdrop are 1970s-style logos for Coca-Cola, Gulf Oil, Campbell Soup and several 
other American companies. At times, beams of light appear to stream upward and away from the 
logos. As Quang and his best friend, Nhan, travel from Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, to Camp  
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STAGING (continued) 

Pendleton, California, images are displayed above the logos to suggest the locations they visit 
along the way, such as the vivid oranges and golds of the New Mexico desert and the warm 
sunset and palm trees of the California beach. 

Some flat set pieces are lowered in on wires from the ceiling, representing things like a house 
and a helicopter. Many set pieces on wheels are rolled on and off the stage as needed. They 
include bunk beds, a cafeteria table with attached benches and the front half of a motorcycle that 
Quang and Nhan steer around the stage. 

The story shifts back and forth in time and place, and often these shifts are noted with words 
projected simultaneously on the stage floor or the backdrop. The phrases read, “Four months 
earlier,” “Saigon, South Vietnam,” “Three weeks later,” “Saturday” and so on. 

CAST, CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES 

Quang, a helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War played by Hyunmin Rhee, is a tall, lean man 
with short, dark hair. Sometimes he wears a green military uniform; sometimes he wears a 
leather jacket with T-shirts and jeans. 

Tong, a Vietnamese refugee played by Emjoy Gavino, is a slender, young woman with long, 
dark hair. Sometimes she wears wide-legged jeans and simple tops; sometimes she wears 
simple dresses. 

Huong, Tong’s mother played by Rebecca Hirota, is a slender woman with dark, slightly graying 
hair styled in a French twist. She wears glasses and simple dresses. This actor also plays Thu, 
Quang’s wife. 

Nhan, Quang’s best friend played by Eric Sharp, is a young man with dark, curly hair. 
Sometimes he wears a green military uniform; sometimes he wears a leather jacket with simple 
shirts and jeans. This actor also plays Khue, Tong’s brother, with shorter hair and dark-rimmed 
glasses. 

The Playwright, the son of Quang and Tong played by Viet Vo, is a bald man who wears 
glasses, T-shirts and jeans. This actor also plays Giai, Tong’s almost-fiance, and Bobby, an 
American soldier who wears a tan military uniform and cap. 

All actors except Hyunmin Rhee also play supporting characters, including hippies, protesters 
and ninjas. Notably, all the American characters have blond hair. When the characters perform 
rap and hip-hop songs, they sing into handheld microphones and appear in bright spotlights, as 
though they are performing in a concert.  

Members of the crew sometimes appear onstage while moving set pieces and props. They wear 
black clothing and black headsets throughout the show. 
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THINGS TO KNOW  

Vietgone is a music-filled, raucous romantic comedy set against the trauma of the Vietnam War. 
But Playwright Qui Nguyen says this is not a play about war, but a story about falling in love. 

Nguyen says he always wanted to write about his parents, but he intended to do so later in his 
life. After being commissioned to write the play by South Coast Repertory, he visited the theater 
in Orange County, California, and discovered photos of the Arkansas refugee camp where his 
parents met. That visit inspired him to write their story sooner than he planned. 

Vietgone is packed with pop culture references, performances of rap music and witty banter. In 
this production, Director Mina Morita grapples with the enduring question, “What makes a home?” 

As a playwright, television/film writer and Co-Founder of the Obie Award-winning Vampire 
Cowboys Theatre Company in New York City, Nguyen is known for his innovative use of pop 
culture, stage violence, puppetry and multimedia. 


