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Audio Description Notes for Guys and Dolls 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the Guthrie Theater’s production of Guys and Dolls. This play is based on a story and 

characters of Damon Runyon, with music and lyrics by Frank Loesser and book by Jo Swerling and Abe 

Burrows. This production is directed by Kent Gash. 

My name is Laura Wiebers, and I will be your audio describer for this performance, which is 

approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes with one intermission.  

This “musical fable of Broadway” is often called “the perfect musical.” Guys and Dolls takes place in 

1950s Manhattan and centers around two pairs of lovers: Sky Masterson, who is serious about gambling, 

and Miss Sarah Brown, who is serious about saving souls; and notorious gambler Nathan Detroit and his 

longtime fiancee Miss Adelaide. The play includes a colorful cast of gamblers, dancers and missionaries, 

plus a jazzy score full of memorable songs.  

STAGING 

A set piece at the back of the stage takes the form of a brightly lit, pixelated image of the New York City 

skyline. In the center of the skyline, a large skyscraper appears to lean up and forward, as if it’s tilting 

toward the audience. Radiating outward from the central skyscraper are other tall buildings, which fan out 

to the left and right. The outline of the skyscrapers is mirrored on the stage floor; it appears that if the 

skyscrapers were lowered facedown on the stage, they’d fit into the outlines on the floor.  

Featured periodically throughout the show are strings of bright marquee lights that illuminate the back 

wall, streaming at upward angles from the central skyscraper. Additionally, a sign is periodically lowered 

in from the fly space above the stage; it displays the words “Guys” and “Dolls” in letters that are several 

feet high and lit in vivid neon colors. Other set pieces are moved onstage and offstage as needed. They 

don’t form complete sets, but instead suggest locations visited throughout the play, such as the sidewalks 

of New York City, the Hot Box nightclub, the Save-A-Soul Mission and a restaurant in Havana, Cuba.  

The show begins on the streets of Broadway. In front of the skyscraper backdrop, at the left side of the 

stage, is a phone booth. Like the central skyscraper, the top of the booth tilts up and out toward the 

audience. At the right side of the stage is a newsstand with a display of newspapers and magazines and 

a window where the shopkeeper can watch the action or lean out to join a conversation. 
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STAGING (continued) 

The actors are accompanied by a live orchestra. There is no orchestra pit in the Wurtele Thrust Stage — 

so where are the musicians? Behind the skyscraper backdrop is a black scrim (a thin black curtain), and 

behind the scrim are a series of platforms, raised several feet off the stage floor. The musicians are 

located on these platforms. When the scrim is down, the musicians are not in view. But a few times during 

the show, the scrim is raised and the musicians are visible to the audience. 

CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES 

This production features a diverse cast, with both newcomers and longtime Guthrie favorites.  

Sky Masterson, played by Jeremiah James (in his Guthrie debut), is a successful gambler. He is tall, has 

dark hair and wears a tailored suit with a pastel sky-blue jacket. 

He meets Miss Sarah Brown, played by Olivia Hernandez (in her Guthrie debut), a leader of the Save-A-

Soul Mission. She wears a dark-maroon mission band uniform that is tailored, buttoned up and military-

looking. She wears black lace-up shoes, and her long brunette hair is tied back with a maroon ribbon that 

matches her uniform. 

Nathan Detroit, played by Rodney Gardiner (who recently made his Guthrie debut in Metamorphoses), is 

the leader of the gamblers. He has a dark moustache and wears a bright-purple striped suit and a purple 

hat.  

Miss Adelaide, played by Kirsten Wyatt (in her Guthrie debut), is Nathan’s fiancee of 14 years. She has 

curly shoulder-length blonde hair and wears colorful costumes that are perfectly accessorized from head 

to toe.  

The gamblers wear dapper hats and shoes and brightly colored suits, some with pinstripes and some 

with checkered patterns.  

Lt. Brannigan, played Robert O. Berdahl, is a cop trying to catch the gamblers in the act. His costume is 

reminiscent of Dick Tracy’s, with a bright yellow hat and trench coat.  

Like Miss Sarah Brown, members of the mission band wear dark maroon uniforms and play a variety of 

musical instruments.  

General Matilda B. Cartwright, played by Regina Marie Williams, is a high-ranking member of the 

mission, and she wears a mission uniform. When she makes exclamations like “Hallelujah!” she points a 

single forefinger up toward heaven and the other missionaries follow suit.  
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CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES (continued) 

The Hot Box dancers play various members of the ensemble and perform two numbers at the Hot Box 

nightclub. In “A Bushel and a Peck,” they wear short dresses and hats shaped like food items (a slice of 

watermelon, a bunch of grapes, an ear of corn, etc.). In “Take Back Your Mink,” they wear full-length, 

jewel-toned satin gowns, elegant hats, luxurious mink stoles, sparkly necklaces and long satin gloves.  

The janitor, played by Angela Timberman, appears in baggy clothes, with a cigarette dangling from her 

lips. She periodically gathers up discarded costume pieces and hauls them away in a rolling trash bin.  

Big Jule, played by Karen Wiese-Thompson, is a gambler from Chicago. They wear a dark pinstriped suit 

with a red carnation in the breast pocket. He is almost always chomping on a cigar and frequently opens 

his jacket to reveal the gun tucked in his belt.  

FUN FACTS 

Guys and Dolls opened in 1950 at the 46th Street Theatre, now called the Richard Rodgers Theatre. 

Another musical is playing there today — a little show called Hamilton. 

There are more LED lights used in this production than any other show in the Guthrie’s history.  

There are 124 head-to-toe costumes, which are comprised of more than 1,000 costume pieces. 

Caroline Innerbichler, a member of the ensemble, will be starring as Anna in the national tour of Frozen, 

which opens in December 2019 in Los Angeles. 


