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Audio Description Notes for Steel Magnolias 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the Guthrie Theater’s production of Steel Magnolias, written by Robert Harling and 

directed by Lisa Rothe. 

My name is Connie Fullmer, and I will be your audio describer for this performance, which is 

approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes and includes one 20-minute intermission. 

Steel Magnolias premiered off-Broadway in 1987. Six months after the play’s opening, a film 
producer asked Robert Harling to adapt his play for the screen. The film was made in 1989. 
 
The play is performed in two acts, both of which have two scenes that are all set at Truvy’s Salon 
in Chinquapin, Louisiana, in the 1980s. 
 
STAGING 
 
When you enter the theater, you are outside Truvy’s Salon — a place where women in the 
neighborhood come together to laugh, gossip and share their big life moments while creating 
friendships that might not otherwise happen without the intimate connection of the location. 
 
At the back of the stage is a huge floor-to-ceiling backdrop of a photo of a magnolia tree canopy. 
The backdrop stretches across the whole stage and is strikingly all black and white. It is as if we 
are lying on the ground looking up at the magnolia tree above us. The photo changes with each 
scene to reflect the four seasons. 
 
In front of the backdrop is the outside of Truvy’s Salon, which was remodeled from a carport at 
Truvy’s home into her beauty salon. The outside is red brick. There is a small front porch that 
holds a metal chair and a plant, and there is a flower box in front of the railing. The door to the 
salon is a screen door painted turquoise with the words “Truvy’s Salon” in gold. There is a bell 
hanging over the door. Each time the door opens, the bell rings. To the left of the porch, hanging 
on the wall, is a brown hose rolled up on a reel, an electric box with the door shut, a brown 
wooden side door with a light over it and a trash can. The magnolia tree casts a shadow on the 
building. 
 
As the play begins, the set rotates on a turntable to reveal the inside of the salon. The remnants 
of the old carport are evident in the screen windows with faded shades. The color scheme and 
furnishings are right out of the 1980s with the predominant hues being turquoise and orange. 
 
The amount of furniture and props is truly overwhelming. But it’s not that difficult to understand. 
We are looking at a typical beauty salon with a washing station, a hairstyling station and a waiting 
area. And in each of those areas are all the things you’d expect to find at a beauty salon. 
 
The washing station has a large wash basin on a black stand, in front of which is a turquoise chair 
on wheels that tilts back so a client’s head can rest in the wash basin. Above the wash basin is a 
shelf that holds supplies, such as shampoo, conditioner, gloves and foils for dyeing hair. To the 
left of the wash basin is a short, turquoise, padded stool on wheels. 
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STAGING (continued) 
 
There are two turquoise vinyl chairs that swivel in the hairstyling stations. 
 
In the waiting area, there is an orange Naugahyde chair and bench seat set and a coffee table 
littered with magazines. The bench seat has pillows with a green herringbone design. 
 
There are also three trolleys on wheels, each with three shelves stocked with additional beauty 
products and hair supplies. The women in the salon roll them to wherever they need them and 
take out hair rollers, brushes, bobby pins, hairspray, scissors, cotton balls, nail polish and nail 
polish remover. In the first scene, there is a plexiglass mask with a handle that a client uses to 
cover her face when the beautician sprays hairspray. 
  

CAST, CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES 

Steel Magnolias features a six-person, all-female cast.  

Truvy, the owner of Truvy’s Salon, is played by Austene Van. Truvy wears the brightest clothes 
and has the fanciest hairdos out of all the characters.   
 
Annelle, Truvy’s assistant in the salon, is played by Adelin Phelps. Annelle dresses very 
dowdily. Her strawberry-blonde hair falls slightly below her shoulders and is poufy on top. She 
also wears large-framed glasses that she has to keep pushing up her nose. 
 
Clairee, the grande dame widow of the former mayor, is played by Amy Van Nostrand. Clairee’s 
clothes and blonde hair are always styled with sophistication, which befits her station as a 
wealthy widow. 
  
M’Lynn, a socially prominent career woman, is played by Melissa Maxwell. M’Lynn’s clothes 
and hair are restrained and professional, as you’d expect from her job as the head of a mental 
health clinic. 
 
Shelby, M’Lynn’s daughter, is played by Nicole King. Shelby’s clothes are youthful and always 
contain an element of pink. 
 
Ouiser, a wealthy curmudgeon, is played by Sally Wingert. Ouiser has short, strawberry-blonde, 
curly hair and wears a straw hat with large glasses. Her clothes are frumpy and denote a devil-
may-care attitude. She says she has “more money than God,” and doesn’t have to dress for 
anyone.  
 


