
Steel Magnolias

American Sign Language Interpretation is offered 
for select performances. For more information 
about our award-winning access services, visit 
www.guthrietheater.org/access.

This performance is 
ASL Interpreted.

Upcoming ASL-Interpreted Performances

Twelfth Night
Friday, March 13 at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 14 at 1 p.m. 

The Bacchae
Friday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 4 at 1 p.m.

A Christmas Carol
Wednesday, December 4 at 7:30 p.m. 

Steel Magnolias
Saturday, December 7 at 1 p.m. Synopsis

Truvy’s salon in Chinquapin, Louisiana, 
is a gathering place and sanctuary for 
a close-knit group of women from the 
neighborhood. Recently widowed Clairee 
is adjusting to life without her husband, 
who was the town’s former mayor. Ouiser, 
a wealthy curmudgeon, finds any excuse to 
bicker and complain. Truvy has hired young 
Annelle just in time to get Shelby and her 
mother, M’Lynn, ready for Shelby’s wedding 
later that day, and the women’s excitement 
fills the beauty shop with gossip, warmth 
and familiarity.

When the normally friendly Shelby suddenly 
becomes cranky, everyone realizes her 
blood sugar has dropped, and the women 
fuss over her and give her juice until she’s 
recovered. Shelby’s health is fragile because 
she’s diabetic, which makes M’Lynn worry 
about her daughter’s choices and the 
physical toll Shelby’s body may not be able 
to bear.

Over the next few years, as Clairee fills the 
void left by her husband’s death, Annelle 
embraces life in Chinquapin and Ouiser 
strikes up a new friendship, Truvy’s salon 
remains at the center of their lives and 
becomes an oasis when tragedy strikes. 
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Character Signs Meet the Interpreters

Regina Daniels is a full-
time Assistant Professor 
at North Central University 
in Minneapolis. As the 
program director and lead 
American Sign Language 
instructor in the Carlstrom 
Interpreter Training Program 
based at NCU, she thrives 
on developing creative, 
challenging yet fun methods 
of language instruction. She 
enjoys teaching students 
about sign language 
interpreting from a deaf 
person’s perspective and 
helping them develop 
language competency. Prior 
to working at NCU, she 
taught ASL at Columbia 
College Chicago, where she 
also began working in the 
ASL/English Interpretation 
Department. She holds an 
M.A. in Performance Arts 
Management and is currently 
working toward her Ph.D. 
from St. Mary’s University 
of Minnesota. Regina is 
passionate about dance, 
theater and teaching ASL.

Melissa Lund is thrilled to 
be interpreting for Steel 
Magnolias here at the 
Guthrie. Previously, she 
has interpreted for shows 
with Mixed Blood Theater 
and 20% Theater. She 
has been interpreting for 
thirteen years, working as 
a staff interpreter with the 
University of Minnesota 
and now exclusively as a 
freelance interpreter. She 
has a BA in Education from 
Northwestern University 
as well as a degree in Sign 
Language Interpretation 
from St. Paul College. 

Annelle
A on the forehead side

SIGNED BY: ERIN

Truvy
T on the shoulder

SIGNED BY: REGINA

Clairee
C on the chest

SIGNED BY: ERIN

Shelby
S on the side chin

SIGNED BY: ERIN

M’Lynn
M in the chin

SIGNED BY: REGINA

Ouiser
O on the shoulder as boss

SIGNED BY: ERIN

Jackson (Shelby’s fiancé)
J on the left ring finger (like FIANCE)

Ruth Robeline (Annelle’s landlady)
R like LANDLORD

Characters referenced in the play, not seen on stage:

Erin Gardner is pleased 
to be back this season 
at the Guthrie, having 
previously interpreted 
such favorites as Tribes, 
Roman Holiday, Taming of 
the Shrew, and Guys and 
Dolls. She also interprets 
for Broadway Across 
America, Chanhassen 
Dinner Theaters and 
History Theater, among 
others. In addition to her 
interpreting work, Erin is 
an actress who has been 
seen on stages all over 
the Twin Cities, including 
numerous productions 
here at the Guthrie. 
A nationally certified 
freelance interpreter, she 
attended the interpreter 
training program at St. 
Catherine University, 
and holds a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Theater 
from Southern Methodist 
University.


